	Meet the Penguins of Palmer

Adélie Penguin

Physical Features:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Adult Adélie penguins average 28–29 inches in height (length) and typically weigh about 9–13 pounds. Males are slightly taller and heavier than the females. Males and females have similar markings.

Location (range):
During the warmer months Adélie penguins are found primarily in several breeding colonies along rocky, ice-free coasts all around Antarctica. During the winter months they migrate northward to forage in areas of open water in the pack ice.
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Adélie penguin 
(Pygoscelis adeliae).
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	Nesting And Breeding:
Female lay two eggs in late November through early December. Incubation occurs over the next 35 days. Some three weeks later both parents leave the nest to forage at the same time in the sea. The penguin chicks join a “crèche,” a group made up of numerous other penguins for added protection against predators and the cold. Approximately two months after they hatch, most young leave the nest to forage independently. 



Prey and Predators:
Although Adélie penguins are capable of descending to approximately 550 feet beneath the surface of the ocean in search of prey, they prefer to hunt within the top 150 feet. They subsist on krill. They also feed on Antarctic blennies (fish) and cephalopods. Killer (Orca) whales and leopard seals prey upon adult and juvenile Adélie penguins at sea; leopard seals also attack and kill Adélie penguins from beneath thin ice. Chicks on land may be taken by two species of birds, skuas and giant fulmars.

Conservation Status:
There are an estimated 5 million Adélie penguins in the world, with populations rising as a result of the breakup of ice shelves along the Antarctic Peninsula creating more ice-free habitat for Adélie penguins. Adélie penguins are a species of least concern on the List of Threatened Species.
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