	Meet the Penguins of Palmer

Gentoo Penguin

Physical Features:
When compared with other penguin species, gentoo penguins rank third in body size behind emperor and king penguins. Adult gentoo penguins average 30 inches in height (length), and typically weigh about 11 pounds. Males and females have similar markings, but males are slightly (1 pound) heavier than females. 

Location (range):
The larger subspecies, Pygoscelis papua papua, lives on a number of islands between 40° and 60° S, Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans. In contrast, Pygoscelis papua ellsworthii inhabits the Antarctic Peninsula and its nearby islands.
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Gentoo penguin 
(Pygoscelis papua ellsworthii).
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	Nesting And Breeding:
Gentoo penguins form sizable colonies on flat ice-free areas of grass or rock adjacent to sandy beaches. Egg laying occurs in October and November, and each clutch contains two eggs. After the eggs hatch, both parents forage and feed the young chicks. The chicks form a “crèche” (or group) with other penguins for protection while their parents are away gathering food. 




Prey and Predators:
Gentoo penguins are the world’s fastest underwater birds. When foraging for food or eluding predators, they can reach speeds up to 22 miles per hour. They are also capable of diving to depths of 560–660 feet. Like many other penguin species, they subsist on small fish, cephalopods, and krill and other crustaceans. At sea, gentoo penguins are prey for South American sea lions, Weddell seals, leopard seals, and killer (Orca) whales. On land, chicks and eggs are vulnerable to several species of birds including skuas, sheathbills, caracaras and Giant fulmars.

Conservation Status:
Gentoo populations are falling rapidly with less than 500,000 individuals left. Gentoos are listed as near threatened on the List of Threatened Species.
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